
Performance Dates

Old World New World Theater Presents

October 21 - October 23, 2022 

October 27 - October 30, 2022 
Thursday-Saturday  7:00 pm 

Sunday Matinee 2:00 pm 

*seating starts 30 minutes before show time



              Director’s Note  
I earned my BA in Theatre at Davidson College in North 
Carolina, having acted at Gateway Playhouse in Bellport, 
NY before that. I am a member of (lumin) theater lab, 
where I have acted, designed and assistant directed. I am  
delighted to take on the challenge of Chekhov with Old 
World New World.  

Anton Chekhov finished “Uncle Vanya” in 1896, and the 
Moscow Art Theater produced its premiere in 1898, 
starring and directed by Konstantin Stanislavsky. Their 
combined reinvention of theatre laid the groundwork for 
the next century onstage. Over a hundred years later, this 

play is still produced around the world, and has fascinated writers, 
filmmakers and thinkers of all kinds. Beyond the depth of each character 
and their relationships, the play starts discussions of ecological crisis 
and humanity’s self-destructive nature.  

Funny enough, Chekhov still claims to have written a comedy. Premiering 
after “The Seagull” (1896), “Uncle Vanya” is the second of his four great 
plays. The plot is simple and the story is complex, as it asks more 
questions than gives answers. Our translation is a combination of a few 
sources, mostly from Paul Schmidt and Conor McPherson. Everyone 
working on this production has worked to get to the heart of this piece: a 
play about love, death, and drinking written by a Russian doctor who 
secretly diagnosed his own tuberculosis many years before he died at 44. 
With the time he had left he gave us “Uncle Vanya”.  

This production would not be possible without the tireless work of Mark  
and Jenny Palmer, Izzy and Samus Wizzel, Chandler Oja, and Bee Davis, as 
well as the entire cast. Thank you for continuing to support live theatre 
and please tell your friends to check out Old World New World. Enjoy 
the show! 

-Theo Ebarb 

To learn more about  

Old World New World Theater, read about 
past productions, donate or get involved… 

please visit  ownwt.com



Production Crew                                                  
Director……………….…….………….….….….….…..Theo Ebarb 

Assistant Director…………………….………………Chandler Oja 

Producers……………..Mark Palmer/ Izzy Wizzel/Theo Ebarb 

Intimacy Director………………………………….…….Mason Tyer 

Set Designer……………………………………..………Theo Ebarb 

Light Designer………………………………….………Alyssa Kraft 

Light Board Operator…………………………………Kelley Yount 

Sound Designer…………………………………..…..….Theo Ebarb 

Costumes………………………………..….. Emyr/Elena Fackler 

Stage Manager……….……….………………..…….Chandler Oja 

Set Builder…………………………….……….……..….John Adler 

Prop Designers……..……..……..….Theo Ebarb/ Chandler Oja 

Prop Master…………………..………………………….…Bee Davis 

Videographer……………………………………… Taylor Clement 

Content Warning 
Please be advised, this play contains possible 

triggering language of self harm. There will also be 
prop guns and simulated gunfire. 

There will be no intermission during this performance. 



Cast                                                   
(In Order of Appearance) 

Professor Alexander Serebriakov………………………..Eric Wood 

Yelena…………………………….….……Maliya Gorman-Carter 

Sonya………………………………..……… Emyr/Elena Fackler  

Mrs. Voitnitsky (Maman)……………….…………J Emily Peabody 

Ivan Petrovich (Vanya)…………………….……..……Mark Palmer 

Dr. Mikhail Lvovich Astrov……………..………..….Michael Garry 

Ilya Illych Telegin (Waffles)………………….…..………Izzy Wizzel 

Marina……………………..………………………Belinda Burkitt 

Hired Man/Vocals…………..………….……..….……Nick Manthe 

Cello…………………………………………….….……Rae Wasson 

Guitar…………….……………………………….……..…Bee Davis 

Melodica…………….……………………………..…….Izzy Wizzel 

Uncle Vanya takes place on Professor Alexander 
Serebriakov’s rural estate in Russia.  

Act I: The Garden, summer 

Act II: The Dining Room, a few weeks later  
Act III: The Living Room, a few months later 

Act IV: Vanya’s Room, later that evening                                              
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Cast & Crew Bios
Belinda Burkitt (Marina) began 
her involvement in community 
theater when she was a child at 
the Snoqualmie Falls Forest 
Theater in the Pacific Northwest. 
She studied acting at California 
I n s t i t u t e o f t h e A r t s a n d 
Northwestern College. She has 
acted in productions at The Phipps, 
Black Dirt Theater and Lumin 
Theater Lab. One of Belinda's 
greatest joys is spending time with 
her family - especially, her six 
grandchildren. Belinda would 
especially like to thank her dad, 
George Pratt for introducing her 
to theater. 

Taylor Clement (Videographer) 
graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin with a degree in Digital 
C inema . She has two years 
e x p e r i e n c e w o r k i n g a s a 
photojournalist, and five years as 
a freelance photographer and 
videographer. She is currently the 
m u l t i m e d i a s p e c i a l i s t a t 
Bloomington Public Schools. She 
is thrilled to be working with Old 
World New World, and would like 
to thank Chandler for the 
opportunity to film such an 
a m a z i n g g r o u p o f p e o p l e . 
IG: @honeybeefilmsmn 

Bee Davis (Guitar) is a Twin-
Cities based actor. Originally 
from Seattle, Bee is thrilled to 
jo in Old World New World 
for  “Uncle Vanya”. Their recent 

credits include “Melancholic 
Anonymous '  A Day with the 
Newhearts”, student work at St. 
Olaf College and various music 
and composition roles.  

Emyr/Elena Fackler (Sonya/ 
Costume Designer) is a life-long 
lover of Twin Cities theatre. After 
graduating from Luther College 
in May, they are extremely excited 
to start their own Twin Cities 
acting career in one of their 
favorite plays. Some past roles 
i n c l u d e V i o l a i n  “ T w e l f t h 
Night”  and Magenta in  “The Rocky 
Horror Show”, with the New 
Minowa Players in Decorah, Iowa. 
They are also assisting with their 
mad costume skills, and would 
especially like to thank their 
Nana, "she's super cool.” 

M i c h a e l G a r r y ( A s t r o v )             
is delighted to make his Old World 
New World debut with  “Uncle 
Vanya”. Past credits include 
Cusins in  "Major Barbara”  (Park 
Square Theatre); Captain Scott 
in  “Terra Nova”  and Napoleon 
in  “Animal Farm”  (New Tradition 
T h e a t e r ) ; a n d L t . Y o l l a n d 
in  “Translations"  (Na Fianna Irish 
Theatre). He received an MFA in 
Acting from the University of 
Minnesota in the 20th century. He 
lives with his wife, their youngest 
daughter, and various cats in 
South Minneapolis. 



M a l i y a G o r m a n - C a r t e r 
(Yelena) is an artist born in 
Minneapolis. She has performed 
with Teatro del Pueblo and Stages 
Theater Company. She has studied 
music in Paraguay and Brazil, mime 
at MOVEO in Barcelona, and 
theater and clown at Ecole 
Philippe Gaulier in France. In 2019 
s h e j o i n e d t h e Z o p p è a n d 
Anastasini family circuses. This is 
her first appearance with Old 
World New World Theater and she 
is very happy to be here.  

A l y s s a K r a f t ( L i g h t i n g 
Designer) graduated two years ago 
with a degree in theatre from the 
University of Minnesota-Morris, 
and has just started getting back 
into the theatre world! Her recent 
productions include  “Ella and 
Harold",  “The Little Mermaid” and 
“Singin' in the Rain”  at Lakeshore 
Players Theatre. She is thrilled 
to be working with Old World New 
World. She would like to thank 
her professor, Luke Granholm, for 
getting her into the theatre 
world! 

Nick Manthe (Hired Man/ Vocals) 
graduated from the University of 
South Dakota and has been active 
i n t h e M i n n e s o t a t h e a t e r 
community since 2017. He is excited 
to be a part of this production 
of  “Uncle Vanya", and would like 
to thank everyone for supporting 
this show.  

C h a n d l e r O j a ( A s s i s t a n t 
Director/ Stage Manager) has been 
performing on stage in Minnesota 
for the past 8 years. Memorable 
past productions include Robert 
in “Company”, Barnette Lloyd in 
“Crimes of the Heart”, and Howard 
in OWNW's inaugural production 
of  "Death of a Salesman”. He is 
thrilled to have the opportunity 
to take a solely behind the scenes 
role for this production, and 
would like to thank the entire 
c a s t a n d c r e w f o r t h e i r 
commitment and professionalism, 
as well as his partner Taylor for 
listening to him constantly gush 
about the show. 

Mark Palmer (Vanya) is honored 
to play such a complicated soul, 
like that of Uncle Vanya. Mark is 
the founder of Old World New 
World Theater, in which he 
directed “Death of a Salesman”. He 
a l s o r e c e n t l y a p p e a r e d i n 
“Lumberjacks in Love” as Muskrat 
for Lyric Arts. He would like to 
thank his wife, Jenny. Without her 
this would not be possible. His 
thanks also goes to Izzy Wizzel 
and Theo Ebarb for being the best 
partners in crime that anyone 
could ask for. Lastly, he’d like to 
thank his friends, family and fans! 
Cheers! 

Cast & Crew Bios



J Emily Peabody (Miss Voinitsky) 
is thrilled to work with Theo 
Ebarb and Old World New World 
on this heartbreaking comedy 
of  “Uncle Vanya”. Peabody is the 
creator of the 2018 MN Fringe 
show  “Jeannette Rankin: Champion 
of Persistence”. In 2019 the show 
went on the road to Elgin, 
Illinois; Kansas City, and Indy 
Fringe. You can see the show in 
January 2023 at its Bon Voyage 
benefit before it heads to the 
Tuscan, AZ Fringe. Visit the 
w e b s i t e f o r d e t a i l s 
at thornproductions.org 

Mason Tyer (Intimacy Director) 
is a theatre and film worker in the 
Twin Cities. He directs violence 
a n d i n t i m a c y f o r m a n y 
professional groups, high schools 
and community theaters spanning 
Minnesota. He is a stage combat 
instructor and choreographer for 
Art in Arms and Fake Fighting 
Company, as well as a member of 
the Minnesota stunt organization 
OSTA Action Works. 

Rae Wasson (Cello) is an actor, 
singer, and cellist, excited  to be 
making her Old World New World 
debut. Highlights: Jenny in “Happy 
Endings Church”  (MN Fringe); Deb 
in  “Ordinary Days”  (InterMission 
Theatre); and numerous credits at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Mad ison , includ ing Valer ie 

in  “Bonnets: How Ladies of Good 
Breeding are Induced to Murder” 
and Wife in  “Rashomon” . A 
graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison with degrees in 
theatre and computer science, Rae 
also works as a software engineer. 
She sends all her love and thanks 
to her family and to Reez . 
IG: @wasson.rae 

Izzy Wizzel (Waffles/ Melodica) 
is thrilled to be back for OWNW's 
sophomore production. He has 
previously appeared in Scott 
Ford's  “Flavio, Betrayed”  and has 
produced and directed original 
works in the Minneapolis Fringe 
Festival, including the musical 
“Improvidence”. A special thanks to 
his amazing wife who inspires and 
sustains him each day. 

Eric Wood (The Professor) has 
been involved in theater the 
better part of four decades. He 
recently participated in Old 
World New World's production 
of  “Death of a Salesman”,  and is 
very pleased to now be a part 
of  “Uncle Vanya”. He is also a 
playwright whose most recent 
work was presented by History 
Theater in October of 2021. Hope 
you enjoy the show!
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HELPING 
PETS LIVE 
THE GOOD 
LIFE™

We’re a healthy pet supply store who believes in only the 

highest-quality food and treats. We are paw-ssionate about improving 

the lives of pets in our community, so you can trust we have the purr-fect 

product (or service) for your furry friend.

PET FOOD, TOYS AND TREATS

FULL-SERVICE GROOMING

SELF-SERVE DOG WASH

MOBILE NAIL TRIMS

1510 109th Ave NE, Suite 100, Blaine, MN 55449
763-746-4500  |  PetEvolution.com

FOLLOW US

Save on retail, grooming 
and self-serve washes with 
our Good Life Membership.

Sign up today!

FREE self-serve
dog wash
(up to $28 value)
First-time customers only. Must surrender at time of purchase. 
Limit one card per household. No cash value. Not valid with any 
other discounts or offers.
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These Businesses Support Theater,  
Please Help to Support Them!

15953 Biscayne Avenue, Rosemount, MN 55068       
651-423-3995       

dakotaunlimited.com

http://dakotaunlimited.com
http://dakotaunlimited.com

